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haranguing the Germans against the Jews with a violence which
even Hitler has not surpassed. Luther's concept of faith and
grace laid all stress on the subjective state of the soul while external
works were declared valueless. This attitude gave direction to
the whole evolution of German moral philosophy. Almost all
German philosophers thenceforth stressed the subjective side of
morality, and rejected any allowance for human happiness and
social improvement which played such a role in English moral
philosophy.
It would be easy to contrast sayings of Luther with those of
Jesus, and to wonder how they could possibly be brought into
agreement. Yet Luther sincerely beUeved that he' was the
mouthpiece of the Lord, as when he put the responsibility for the
slaughter of the peasants on God. There is a parallel in the
spirit of German nationalists who justify the most blatant aggres-
sion and the most ruthless barbarism as mere self-defence against
the insidious plans of other nations, and as a service to cc culture ".
Many traits of the dominating German spirit, such as the pre-
ferring of mysticism to reason, of extremism to compromise, of
heroism to common sense, and the belief in being inspired by
God while behaving like Satan, can be traced back to the demonic
personality of Luther, though other factors too have had a share
in developing them. Even Nietzsche's superman is his legitimate
offspring.1 At the same time, there is also quite a different
German, a good paterfamilias, an indefatigable, conscientious
worker in every field, a dreamer longing for the stars, a thoughtful
admirer of nature, an easy-going lover of " wine, women and
song ". All these traditions too owe much to Luther. German
civilization has been stimulated by him in many ways. The
atmosphere of the pastor's home has bred countless German
scholars. The mystical element in Luther's faith had great
significance for the development of German philosophy, poetry
and music. In particular, the ground was prepared for roman-
ticism and pantheism which have inspired great poets and artists
but which also had a great share in undermining .Christian
standards in modern Germany.2 Hegel, Wagner, Nietzsche,
Bismarck and Treitschke have carried on certain traditions of
Lutheranism, and transformed them in a sense which Luther
would have abhorred.
1 This has been convincingly proved fay a prominent theologian and ^ardent
defender of Luther, Karl Holl, op. cit, p. 533.
a On the other hand, Luther has also influenced the forerunners of the Quakers and
Wesley.